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Boy Scout Dies In Rafting Accident
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A Boy Scout died Thursday in a rafting accident in the Animas River.

State police said Chase Hathenbruck, 15, of Farmington, N.M., died when he, a scout master and four other boys got their raft trapped in the churning waters

of a diversion dam for the Farmington Pump Station on Penny Lane near Flora Vista.
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Hathenbruck and a 14-year-old boy who was not identified fell out of the raft, ripping off Hathenbruck's personal floatation device. The 14-year-old swam to

shore. The remaining three scouts and scout master remained in the raft and were caught in the churning waters of the upward current, and they lost contact

with Hathenbruck.

Scoutmaster David Stock, who was in a smaller raft that made it through the diversion dam, recognized that he would not be able to rescue the scouts from

the currents of the dam and called 911.

Responders from the state police, Farmington Fire Department, San Juan County Sheriff's Department, San Juan County Fire Department and Valley

Volunteer Fire Department began search and rescue efforts. Various types of water craft were utilized to rescue the scouts trapped on the raft from the

churning waters. Helicopters also responded to assist with the rescue mission.

At about 1 p.m., Hathenbruck's body was discovered in the Animas River near the Murray Bridge about five miles downstream from where he originally

entered the water.
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The other four Boy Scouts and scout master from the larger raft received minor injuries and were transported to San Juan County Regional Hospital in

Farmington.

Hathenbruck's family said they will hold a memorial in Farmington before burying Chase in Utah.
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